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Christian  Action  Commission;  'We  mourn  with  heaven 


tonight  over  ...  God's  unborn  babies/ 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Faitor 


Initiative  26,  also  known  as  the 
Personhood  Amendment  and  unani¬ 
mously  endorsed  by  messengers  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  in  Jackson  two  weeks 
ago,  went  down  to  defeat  in  state  gen¬ 
eral  election  balloting  on  Nov.  8. 

The  initiative,  which  asked  voters 
the  question,  "Should  the  term  'per¬ 
son'  be  defined  to  include  every 
human  being  from  the  moment  of  fer¬ 
tilization,  cloning,  or  the  equivalent 
thereof?"  lost  by  a  margin  of  58% 
against  and  42%  in  favor. 

"We  mourn  with  heaven  tonight  over 
the  loss  of  Initiative  26,  which  would 
have  provided  the  hope  of  life  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  God's  unborn  babies  in 
Mississippi,"  said  Jimmy  Porten  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission.  "Instead 
the  unborn  in  Mississippi  will  continue 
to  be  led  down  a  path  of  destruction  to 
horrible  deaths  both  inside  their  moth¬ 
ers  and  in  laboratories. 

"How  much  longer  will  God  stand 
for  this  unprecedented  atrocity  in 
Mississippi  and  the  United  States? 
Time  will  tell,  but  in  the  meantime  we 
will  be  marshaling  our  forces  under 
God's  direction  and  deciding  what's 
next  for  this  movement." 

Backers  of  the  campaign  to  turn 
back  Initiative  26,  primarily  out-of- 
state  Planned  Parenthood  affiliates  and 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 


(ACLU),  were  elated  with  the  defeat  of 
the  proposed  amendment.  "I  think 
Mississippians  made  a  serious  and 
deliberate  choice  about  this  bad,  dan¬ 
gerous  amendment,"  said  Stan  Flint,  a 
Jackson  lobbyist  hired  to  organize  the 
anti-26  forces  under 
Mississippians  for 
Healthy  Families,  a 
front  group  registered 


mt  group  _ 
by  Plannee  Parenthood 
and  the  ACLU,  in  an 
interview  with  Jackson 
television  station  WLBT. 

Mississippi  Baptists 
stood  alone  among  the 
major  Christian 

denominations  in 
Mississippi  in  support¬ 
ing  5  Initiative  26. 
Mississippi  Episcopal 
Bishop  Duncan  Gray  in 
fretted  about  "decades 
of  legal  challenges"  he 
foresaw  if  Initiative  26 
passed,  while  Mississi 
Methodist  Bishop  Hope 
publicly  opposed  it. 

’  p  Joseph 


Voted  down 

58%  of  Mississippi 
voters  cast  their  ballots 
against  Initiative  26. 


What  now? 

Read  Practical  Principles 
by  jimmy  Porter  on 
page  five. 


United 
organ  Ward 


Bishop  Joseph  Latino  of  the 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Jackson  also  said 
he  would  not  support  it,  and  Rabbi 
Valerie  Cohen  of  Jackson  argued 
against  the  measure. 

Some  Mississippi  Baptists  also 
fought  against  the  initiative.  James 
Nichols,  senior  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenville,  issued  a  lengthy  letter 
opposing  the  initiative  and  urged  read¬ 
ers  to  distribute  his  document  to  oth¬ 
ers.  "I'm  a  Christian  and  I  love  Jesus  ... 


pro-nte  and  against  abortion  ... 
and  I  love  Mississippi . . .  but  I'll  be  vot¬ 
ing  NO  on  Initiative  26  on  Tuesday, 
November  8th,"  Nichols  wrote. 

Jonathan  Will,  an  assistant  professor 
at  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  College 
School  of  Law  m 
jgfpUg.jj.'V  Jackson,  co-wrote  a 
New  York  Times  editor¬ 
ial  in  which  he  criti¬ 
cized  supporters  of 
Initiative  io  and  said, 
"Mississippi  voters, 
whatever  their  views  on 
abortion,  deserve  an 
amendment  that  is  dear 
on  lfs  face.  This  ds  not 
such  an  antendment." 

Will  also  organized 
a  pre-election  ''sympo¬ 
sium"  at  the  law 
school  in  downtown 
Jackson  that  was  criti¬ 
cized  because  panelists 
were  heavily  weighted 
toward  the  Initiative  26  opposition. 

Flint  told  WLBT  that  he  belhved 
the  faith  leaders  who  lined  up  against 
the  amendment  helped  turn  the  tide 
against  the  proposal. 

Mississippi  Governor  Haley 
Barbour  also  denounced  Initiative  26 
on  national  television,  then  said  he 
voted  for  it,  then  said  he  still  had 
problems  with  it.  Planned  Parenthood 
and  the  ACLU  took  advantage  of 
Barbour's  waffling,  using  the 
Mississippians  for  Healthy  Families 

Set  " Initiative  26"  on  page  two 
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Initiative  26  defeated  by  voters 


VOTEforLIFE  Give  me  a  chance. 
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It  can  (and  does)  happen  here 


First,  qualified  legal  counsel  should  and  a  number  of  model  forms  such  as 
always  fee  on  call  to  deal  with  any  num-  articles  of  incorporation,  how  to  craft  a 
ber  of  issues  that  could  arise.  Another  church  constitution,  volunteer  worker 
good  start  would  be  to  acquire  thepubli-  applications,  and  a  child  abuse  preven- 
cation.  Keeping  Your  Church  Out  of  tion  policy  checklist. 

Court,  a  step-by-step  manual  available  No  system  is  perfect  and  no  plan  is 
for  a  small  charge  from  the  flawless,  but  every  Mississippi  Baptist 
Pastor /Leadership  Development  church  should  take  the  action  necessary 

Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  to  shield  our  precious  children  from  this 
Convention  Board.  ever-growing  danger  in  our  midst.  For 

Topics  covered  in  the  manual  include  several  decades  now,  sexualizing  chil- 
Church  Organization  and  Operation;  dren  has  been  one  of  the  most  serious 
Church  Liability;  Decision  Makers  problems  in  American  culture,  and  it  is 
Liability  and  Protection;  Employment  slinking  into  our  once-unimpeachable 
Law;  Taxes  and  Governmental  institutions  and  churches.  Penn  State  is 

Compliance;  discoverinethat  the  hard  way. 

The  consequences  of  let- 
,  ting  down  our 

guard  are  too 
Too 

i  V  stake,  up  to 

erv  and  including 

~  _  _  -  the  souls  of  our 

children.  Get 


Editor's 

Notebook 


the  same  holds  true  for 
Mississippi  pedophiles. 

A  year  or  so  ago  I  learned  that 
this  man  is  retired  and  living  in 
Mississippi.  I  suffered  no  lasting 
emotional  damage  from  his  actions 
and  forgave  him  long  ago.  I  know  I 
should  have  reported  him  to 
authorities  at  the  time,  or  as  soon 
as  1  became  old  enough  to  fully 
understand  what  he  was  doing,  but 
1  didn't.  I  see  no  purpose  in  naming 
him  at  this  point.  He  is  probably 
too  old  to  hurt  anyone  now  and 
whatever  damage  he  did,  has  been  done. 

Certainly  our  churches  today  need  to  be  more 
vigilant  than  were  the  churches  of  my  youth. 

We  tend  to  read  about  such  violations 
in  faraway  places  and  comfort  ourselves 
with  the  thought  that  it  couldn't  happen 
here.  Not  in  the  Bible  Belt.  Not  in 
Mississippi.  Not  in  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
church.  Think  again.  All  of  us  woulalike 
to  believe  child  molestation  happens  at  a 
minimum  among  our  own  churches,  and 
that”  s  probably  true  —  but  one  case  is 
too  many.  It  does  happen  in  Mississippi, 
and  it  does  happen  in  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  that  are  unprepared. 

The  lessons  of  the  unfolding  Penn 
State  scandal  are  many.  One  eminent  les¬ 
son  for  us  should  be  that  our  Baptist 
churches  and  institutions  in  Mississippi 
are  at  least  as  vulnerable  —  and  unpre¬ 
pared  —  as  was  Penn  State.  It  doesn't 
have  to  be  that  way. 

There  are  concrete  steps  that  churches 
can  take  to  shrink  the  risk  almost  to  zero. 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 
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member  of  First  Chuch,  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Jackson,  he  holds  a  bachelors  Seminary.  He  is  a  member  of 
tf^^6  anc*  Jaw  degree  from  First  Church,  Laurel. 

°f  Mississippi  It  was  announced  on  Nov. 
in  Oxford.  14  that  Republican  Phillip 

Republican  Lynn  Fitch  will  Gunn,  a  member  of  Morrison 
replace  Reeves  as  state  trea-  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  will 
surer  after  she  defeated  be  nominated  by  the 
Democrat  Connie  Moran.  Republican  majority  caucus 
, t'^T' a  «meP‘ ™  Madison  in  the  Mississippi  House  of 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Representatives  to  serve  as 
Madison,  holds  both  a  bache-  Speaker.  If  elected  by  House 
lore  of  business  administra-  members  Gunn,  who  has  been 
tion  degree  and  a  law  degree  a  member  of  the  House  for 
"om.  ,the.  .  University  of  eight  years,  will  be  the  first 
Mississippi  in  Oxford.  Republican  Speaker  since  the 

,  Kepubucan  Stacey  Pickering  Reconstruction  era  followng 
beat  Reform  Party  candidate  the  Civil  War. 

Ashley  Norwood  to  retain  the  Also  for  the  first  time  since 
Pos^on  of  state  auditor  for  a  Reconstruction,  Republicans 
second  term.  Pickering  earned  in  January  will  control  the 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  governorship,  It.  govemor- 
Samford  University  in  ship,  and  both  houses  of  the 
Birmingham,  and  a  master's  Mississippi  Legislature. 


Send  news,  communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
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First  person:  Arab  Spring  violent  for  Christian's 

RV  Kurt  I  Wprthmiillor  ^ _ _ 


By  Kurt  J.  Werthmuller 

Hudson  Institute  _ 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  The  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  the  Arab 
world  is  Muslim,  and  so  it 
would  seem  that  the  two  words 
on  everyone's  lips  in  that 
region  since  January  —  revolu¬ 
tion  and  democracy  —  should 
hinge  on  the  participatory,  pop¬ 
ular  will  of  that  population. 

However,  a  crucial  test  of  the 
potential  gains  of  the  Arab  Spring 
also  will  rest  in  the  status  of  the 
region's  non-Muslim  minorities. 
In  this  sense,  die  standing  of 
Egypt's  Coptic  Christian  minori- 

S  since  the  Revolution  of  25 
nuary  —  some  S-10  million 
people,  roughly  10-12%  of  the 
country  —  warrants  the  recent 
global  attention  that  has  turned 
to  this  community. 

So  far  the  Arab  Spring  has  not 
been  kind  to  the  Copts,  native 
Egyptian  Christians  who  lived 
there  under  Roman  rule  before 
the  Muslim  conquest  of  640  A.D. 

During  the  peak  of  euphoria 
in  Tahrtr  Square  in  early 
February,  many  Egyptian 
Christians  set  aside  their  griev¬ 
ances  with  the  Muslim  majority, 
and  the  latter  their  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  the  former;  to  unite 
in  toppling  Hosni  Mubarak. 

However;  the  protest  banners 
had  barely  been  re-furled  when 
militant  Salafi  groups,  largely  an 
underground  movement  under 
Mubarak's  repressive  security 


woman.  The  mob  sent  Christian 
residents  running  to  their  homes 
for  safety  before  it  burned  the 
town's  main  church  to  die 
ground  (reportedly  after  looters 
mistook  Coptic-language  liturgy 
for  books  of  black  magic).  Two 
Copts  were  killed  in  the  violence. 

•  On  Sept.30,  a  Salafi  imam 
incited  a  group  of  several  thou¬ 
sand  Muslims  in  the  village  of 
al-Marinab  to  march  on  a  local 
church  after  Friday  prayers. 
The  Christians'  offense:  They 
had  built  a  dome  on  their  more 
than  70-year-old  church  after 
receiving  all  necessary 


Mubarak's  repressive  security  receiving  all  necessary 
state  and  strongly  influenced  by  approval  from  the  Aswan  gov- 
Wahhabi  fundamentalism,  emor.  The  mob  attacked  and 


made  their  presence  felt 

A  long-forming  pattern  of 
anti-Christian  violence  has 
since  increased  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  often  prompted  by  intoler¬ 
ant  Salafi  preachers  and  perpe¬ 
trated  by  local  Muslims  intent 
on  reminding  Copts  of  their  sec¬ 
ond-class  status.  For  example: 

•  On  March  4,  a  mob  of 
Muslims  in  the  village  of  Sol  riot¬ 
ed  against  Copts  and  their  prop¬ 
erty,  angered  by  controversy  over 
a  rumored  romance  between  a 
local  Christian  man  and  Muslim 


emor.  The  mob  attacked  and  Ayman's  cross  and  asked, 
burned  the  church  with  "What  are  we  going  to  do  with 
impunity.  The  governor;  while  him?")  and  others  who  might 
claiming  he  had  given  no  such  have  been  involved  in  the  irid- 


claiming  he  had  given  no  such 
permission,  implicitly  sanc¬ 
tioned  the  mob's  actions. 

•  This  last  incident  led  to  hor¬ 
rific  violence  on  Oct  9,  when  the 
Egyptian  military  brutally  sup¬ 
pressed  a  demonstration  of 
mostly  Coptic  protestors  in  the 
Maspero  district  erf  Cairo,  killing 
27.  Unbelievably,  the  military 
has  denied  all  responsibility  for 
the  violence,  despite  a  plethora 
of  video  and  eyewitness  evi- 


Coumgeous  holding  up 

ALBANY,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  church-made  film. 
Courageous,  passed  the  $30  million  mark  last  week  and 
finished  No.  12  among  all  movies  in  its  se\’«*nth  weekend. 
The  movie's  $1,012,220  placed  it  just  behind  Moneyball 
for  weekend  total  gross,  and  its  loss  of  34%  was  smaller 
than  all  but  one  movie  above  it.  Courageous  has  made  a 
total  of  $31.5  million,  which  trails  the  $33.4  million  that 

Ylt - - -  *  aL  _  1 _ •  Cl _  t  .  r>1  •  a  ... 


dent  have  so  far  avoided  any 
serious  investigation  into  their 
incitement  or  complicity. 

These  are  all  tragic  events, 
but  why  do  they  matter?  Why 
focus  on  the  status  of  a  minor¬ 
ity  community,  when  the  big 
picture  of  the  Arab  Spring  is 
really  about  the  collective  will 
of  Tunisians,  Egyptians, 
Syrians,  Yemenis,  Libyans, 
and  Bahrainis  rising  against 
their  respective  autocracies? 

The  reason  is  simple:  No 
nation  can  claim  to  uphold, 
implement  or  even  pursue 
democratic  ideals  when  it  subju- 


TERROR  INCREASING  —  In  this  scene  from  Egypt  capturing 
an  Oct.  9  clash  in  which  27  people  were  killed,  a  government 
military  vehicle  scatters  people  who  were  protesting  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  a  Coptic  church.  (BP  photo) 


dence  to  the  contrary,  and  it  has 
even  sought  to  punish  some  of 
the  more  vocal  participants 
(Christian  and  Muslim)  of  the 
Maspero  protest.  In  this  case,  the 
transitional  government  didn't 
just  overlook  an  attack  on  Copts: 
It  perpetrated  the  violence. 

•  On  Oct.  16,  a  public  school 
teacher  reportedly  incited  a 
group  of  Muslim  students  in 
his  class  to  beat  to  death  Ayman 
Labib,  a  Coptic  classmate,  for 
wearing  a  cross.  As  of  this  writ¬ 
ing,  police  have  charged  two 
students  with  the  murder,  but 
the  teacher  (who  reportedly 
turned  to  the  class  after  seeing 


gates  and  oppresses  its  minori¬ 
ties,  as  Americans  finally  began 
to  understand  during  their  own 
Civil  Rights  movement. 

The  pattern  of  violence  and 
discrimination  against  foe  Arab 
world's  largest  religious  minor¬ 
ity  (roughly  the  same  popula¬ 
tion  as  New  York  City)  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  country's  religious 
majority,  and  by  the  ruling  mili¬ 
tary  that  is  supposedly  shep¬ 
herding  the  country  toward 
civilian  rule,  hints  at  a  terrible 
price  that  Egypt  may  pay  for  its 
revolution,  regardless  of  its 
original  noble  intentions. 

The  Arab  Spring,  in  Egypt 
and  beyond,  will  thus  be  mean¬ 
ingless  if  it  exchanges  one  form 
ofoppression  for  another. 

Concerns  about  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  Islamist  factions  as  the 
most  organized  and  mobilized 
groups  in  the  region's  new 
democratic  processes,  such  as 
Egypt's  Muslim  Brotherhood 
and  its  small  but  vocal  popula¬ 
tion  of  intolerant  Salafis,  are 
indeed  valid.  They  are  an 
expression  of  genuine,  well- 
founded  apprehension  about 
the  future  of  Arab  societies  gov¬ 
erned  by  Islamists  and  the  rigid, 
archaic  interpretations  of  shari¬ 
ah  law  that  most  of  them  share. 

Renowned  Egyptian  novelist 
Alaa  al-Aswany,  himself  a 
Muslim,  is  among  those  voicing 
deep  concern:  "We  can  expect 
them  [Islamists]  to  use  the 
democratic  system  as  merely  a 
ladder  to  powei;  which  they 
will  climb  up  and  then  kick 
away  so  that  no  one  else  can  use 
it."  Non-Muslims  will  likely  be 
the  first  and  certainly  not  the 
last  victims  of  such  a  future. 

To  this  end,  the  United 
States  and  its  allies  should  do 
everything  in  their  power  to 
assure  that  the  Copts,  along' 
with  other  non-Muslim  ana 
Muslim  minority  communities, 
receive  the  benefits  of  the  Arab 
Spring,  rather  than  become  its 
victims  —  as  many  fear  has 
already  begun  to  happen. 

Editor’s  note:  Hudson 

Institute's  mission  statement 
describes  it  as  a  nonpartisan  poli¬ 
cy  research  organization  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  innovative  research  and 
analysis  that  promotes  global 
security,  prosperity,  and  freedom. 


Fireproof  also  was  released  in  late  September  in  2008  and 
wasn't  Dulled  completely  from  all  theaters  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  January.  If  Courageous  is  in  theaters  that  long,  it 
will  easily  pass  Fireproof.  Sherwood  Church,  pastoreaby 
Pascagoula  native  Michael  Catt,  has  produced  the  movies 
Flywheel,  Facing  i 


rascagouia  native  Micftael  Catt,  has  produced  the  movies 
Flywheel,  Facing  the  Giants,  Fireproof,  and  Courageous. 
The  latest  movie  follows  the  story  of  five  men,  four  of 
them  police  officers  and  one  a  Hispanic  immigrant,  as 
they  seek  to  become  better  fathers. 


Norma  McCorvey,  the  real  person  behind  the  fictitious  plaintiff 
Jane  Roe  in  the  1973  US.  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  Roe  v.  Wade,  strives 
to  get  the  ruling  overturned.  McCorvey  accepted  Christ  through  the 
ministry  of  Operation  Outcry. 


Trustees  of  Criswell  College,  Dallas,  meet  and  reinstate  Paige 
Patterson  as  president  of  the  355-student  Bible  college,  after  25  of  the 
30  school  regents  resigned  Nov.  1  and  80%  of  the  student  body  threat¬ 
ened  to  leave  over  the  controversial  departure  of  Patterson. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Cooperative  Program  receipts  for  the  end  of 
the  convention  year  of  1960-61  ends  Oct.  31  total  $2,371,658.43,  the 
largest  amount  ever  given  in  one  year. 
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]esus  Christ 

c*e> 

Requests  the 

Honor  of 


Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  woras: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(1  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  etemaS 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. - 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  xdho 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  * 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


NOVEMBER  17,  2011 
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IBLIOCIPHER 

’ By OurVn Marx,  1932  2004 
C  2005 


MY  PROGRAM  it  now  available  far 
booking.  The  program  includes  a 
Soanem  Carpel  conceit,  a  hot  meal,  and 
a  tree  ah  far  each  attendee  horn  our  gift 
shop.  The  coa  it  $10.00  per  person.  To 
book  your  oAifw  contact  Rev.  Richard  C. 

Aicenauxal  601-807-1755 


Saturday,  March  10 

8  a.m.  -  12:45  p.m. 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 


Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
visfl  www.TumHfosurannpOnline.Lon 

- - - - S,  INC' 

1992.  Call 


SERVING  MS  S,  At 

800-605-2970 


NOVEMBER  17, 2011 
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MDLGLUIUH  GDRAA 
HUYUCIU  LWU  LV  GJYD 
YDCAXHUW  CW  EB 
WREU,  HUYUCIUKD  EU; 
RWX  MDLGLUIUH 
GDRAA  HUYUCIU  EU, 
HUYUCIUKD  WLK  EU, 
SJK  DCE  KDRK  GUWK 


ERHP  WCWU:  KDCHKB- 
GUIUW 


Clue:  W  «  N 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
Kmg  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Psalm  Eleven:  Four 


Choose  to  be  Thankful 

I  am  convinced  that  with 
Thanksgiving  Day  just 
around  the  comer  you  can 
choose  whether  or  not  you 
want  to  be  thankful.  In  fact, 
you  can  decide  every  day 
whether  or  not  you  want  to 
be  thankful  or  you  can 
choose  to  be  unthankful.  In 
our  modem  day,  media  dri¬ 
ven  world,  most  of  us  have 
come  to  understand  that  any¬ 
thing  can  be  spun  one  way  or 
another  —  good  or  bad, 
thankful  or  unthankful. 
Possibly  you  have  non  across 
those  biblical  stories  that 
have  been  given  a  modem 
day  spin.  For  example,  the 
Crossing  of  the  Red  Sea  in 
modem  media  terms  might 
be  splashed  on  the  headlines 
as,  'Wetlands  Trampled  in 
Labor  Strike,"  or  "Pursuing 
Justice:  Environmentalist 

Killed."  Take  the  Bible  story 
of  David  versus  Goliath  and 
today  it  may  be  shaped  like, 
"Hate  Crime  Kills  Beloved 
Champion."  Telling  the  story 
of  the  Feeding  of  the  5,000  in 


today's  headlme! 
something  like. 
Steals  Chad's  Lu 


is  might  read 
t,  "Preacher 


Steals  Chad's  Lunch." 

I  am  suggesting  that  you 
and  I  can  put  whatever  spin  we 
want  on  our  giving  of  thanks 
or  being  unthankful.  Well,  just 
try  it!  Make  you  a  list  The 
grateful  person  might  say,  "I 
am  so  thankful  for  my  family.  I 
am  blessed  to  have  a  job.  I  am 
grateful  for  friends  who  help 
and  encourage  me."  It  does 
not  take  much  thought  or  effort 
for  the  exact  same  person  to 
reshape  all  of  those  thoughts. 
My  family  is  far  from  perfect, 
my  children  are  not  gifted  or 
exceptional  in  music  or  in 
intellect  and  my  job  is  sort  of  a 


Learn  how  to  avoid  risk, 
avoid  probate,  and  make 
your  money  generate  a 
guaranteed  lifetime  income. 


11.1%  First  Year 


T)irec 


MS-LA-AL-, 


AR-TN  ^ 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


routine,  monotonous,  and 
dead  end  experience.  Probably 
at  that  point  the  ungrateful  per¬ 
son  might  even  continue  the 
list  witfv  "Although  I  am  not 
sick  and  in  die  hospital,  I  do 
not  feel  good  a  lot  of  the  time. 
It  seems  like  every  day  I  have 
new  aches  and  pains.  The  bills 
are  mounting  ujj  and  cold, 
dreary  weather  is  on  the  way." 

You  and  I  are  in  a  position 
to  decide  whether  or  not  we 
are  going  to  be  grateful,  gra¬ 
cious,  and  thankful  people,  or 
we  can  join  the  host  of  com¬ 
plaining,  grumbling,  and 
sometimes  whining  folks  that 
see  nothing  good  around 
them  and  find  every  reason  to 
be  ungrateful.  Years  ago  die 
peat  old  preacher  and  writer, 
Matthew  Henry,  was  mugged 


one  day.  The  robber  stole  his 
wallet  and  disappeared  with 
all  that  Henry  had.  Sometime 
later  the  preacher  was  reflect¬ 
ing  upon  his  loss.  He  said, 
"God,  I  thank  thee."  Then  he 
went  on  to  express  his  grati¬ 
tude  to  God  for  a  number  of 
things.  He  said,  "I  am  thank¬ 
ful  mat  I  have  never  been 
robbed  before.  I  am  thankful 
that  though  they  took  my 
wallet  difey  did  not  take  my 
life.  I  am  thankful  that 
though  they  took  my  wallet 
they  did  not  get  very  much 
money.  I  am  thankful  that  it 
was  I  who  was  robbed  and 
not  I  who  robbed." 

Is  that  not  an  amazing 
thought  process  that  every  one 
of  us  could  apply  to  various 
areas  of  our  lives  —  and 


MSv4  udio  llc 

Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

TYooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9447 

info@msaudiollc.com  CKntan,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

Special  Announcement: 
Low*t  ■“••••  Payment*  Ever 
Available  Now  I 


the  Museum  BAPTIST 
TOUNDAnON  IS  SEBC1NC  QUALIFIED 
AWUCAETT5  FOB  THE  POSmONOF 
DEVaOPMENT  OEHCHt  Please  see  the 
foundation's  website  at  www.msbapbst 
loundalion.org  far  more  derails. 


j  ,  , - ...........  vxr  mum. 

Clarkdale  community  in  Meridian, 
Mississippi  Send  resumes  to:  New  Hope 
Baptist  Church  6573  Hwy  145  MeridiSa 
MS  39301  or  email  to 
teresapotaleebellsouth.net 
WTEfelAlE  BAPTIST  THUBCH  W 
SEEKING  A  FUU  TIME 
PASTOK.  Send  resumes  to:  John 
CWcoli,  947  Sandpit  Road,  Shaw,  Ms. 
38773  or  email  to:  jchouccolie 
cableone  net 

INTERSTATE  baptist  church  in 
SHAW,  MS.  IS  SEEKING  A  RART-TIME 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Please  send 
resumes  to  lohn  Chouccoli,  947  Sandpit 
Road,  Shaw,  Ms.  38773  or  email  to- 
ichouccoliecableone.net 


.  - - ...  -ww  uniLuiUll  9 

MINISTER  Gaston  Baptist  Church  in 
Booneville,  MS  is  seeking  someone  to 
giw  leadership  in  growing  an  estab¬ 
lished  youth  ministry,  and  provide  direc- 
tron  in  building  a  ministry  to  chilrken. 
FTease  send  resumes  to  Darryl  Hatfield, 
Gaston  Baptist  Church,  1906  Gaston 
Road,  Booneville,  MS  or  gastonbap- 
tistchuebelJsouth.  net 


^^^SBAPTKTO«35!!aUD? 

5™,  *s  ACCEPTING 

RESUMES  FOR  A  8 (VOCATIONAL  PAS- 
TOtPlease  mail  resumes  to  the  church 
at  PO  Box  846,  Flora,  MS  39071, 
Attention:  faster  Search  Committee. 

Dak  hill  in  MERIDIAN  IS  LOOKING 
FOR  A  PART  TIME  SECRETARY  begin- 
n,ng  tanuary  1st  Interested  persons  can 
cal' 601-482-5583  x  email  a  resume  to 
0comcast.net. 

CENTRAL  baptist  CHURCH — IN 
"OOKMAYEN,  MS,  IS  SEEKINC  A 
**  CHILDREN 
AND  YOUTH.  Resumes  may  be  emailed 
to  quesbons0cbcbrookhaven.org  or 
RO  Bo’<  591  ■  Brookhaven, 

Wd  J9o02. 

Vazoo  COUNTY"  BATTlST 
ASSOCIATION  is  NOW  RECEIVING 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF 

DIRECTOR1*™^  hi  missions 

DIRECTOR.  This  is  a  bi- vocational  posi- 
Un*.  V**56  "*'1  resumes  to  4794 
Mechamcsburg  Road,  Bentonia,  MS 

£S?”w,s5i«- 

bend  resumes  to:  Charlotte  Newell, 

«  oiCommon  S,reet'  w«k*i,  Ms. 
39i?J  „„  O'  email  lo 
wanchar23S30att.net 


especially  as  Thanksgiving 

a  comes?  As  we  begin  to 
to  God  who  has  provid- 

edafoiusJn1th?  8°°a  times 
and  the  bad,  die  God  who 
has  given  us  so  many  healthy 
days  and  has  not  forsaken  us 
in  those  days  that  are  difficult 
and  dismal  let  us  give 
thanks.  Maybe  it  was  that 
kind  of  thinking  that  the 
Apostle  Paul  had  in  mind 
when  he  said  in  I 
Thessalonians  5:18,  "In 
everything  give  thanks:  for 
this  is  the  will  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  concerning  you." 

There  is  always  a  way  to  see 
that  .God  may  be  at  work  in 
your  life  even  when  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  seem  to  be  work¬ 
ing  against  you.  As  this 
Thanksgiving  Day  approach¬ 
es,  let  me  give  you  a  kind  of 
spiritual,  personal  assign¬ 
ment.  Take  a  panoramic  view 
of  your  life.  In  one  scene  after 
another,  reveal  those  things 
for  which  you  can  thank  God 
and  see  His  hand  at  work. 
Choose  to  be  thankful. 


The  author  am  be  contacted  at 
jfutral&mbcbvrg. 


AND  REPAIRS.  Hopper  Stained 
GjWj^  Jackson.  601-^502-0202 

COMPANY,  INC,  old  Bibles  rebound 
Abo,  church  bulletins  and  hymnals. 
For  more  information  till  662  453- 
7424  or  fax  us  at  662-4^5-6743. 
KTSY’S  LIL'  CABINS  — TJet  awav  to 
a  touch  of  country  —  for  a  brochure 
call  601-940-6841 
WEED  TO  DOWNSIZE?  CLARK 
ESTATE  SALES  CAN  HELP!  "Estate 
Sales  Experts'  Turn  assets  into  cash  in 
14  days  Honest  -  Professional  - 
References  601-317-2536 

www.nickclarkauctrons.com 
Certified  Appraiser  Statewide  Service 
No  upfront  fees  or  exr -arises  We  do 
100%  of  the  work 


What  I  tell  you  inihe  darkness.  speak  in  the  light,  and  what 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


November  1 7,  201 1  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication 


ion  Services. 


The  Suit  Project 

Merry  Christmas 

to  the  pastor-s  in  the  Baptist  Convention 


of  Pennsylvania/South  Jersey 


Whet  la  The  Suit  Prqject? 

For  over  47  year*  Mississippi  Baptists  have  enjoyed 
sending  new  suits  to  pastors  in  new  work  areas,  many 
of  whom  have  no  suit  nor  the  extra  money  to  purchase 
one.  The  Suit  Project  lets  these  pastors  know  we  care 
about  them  and  support  their  work. 

How  do  I  get  Involved? 

Simply  make  a  donation  to  the  ministry.  Each  suit  costs 
groups,  BAs,  GAs.  or  WMU  groups. 

Make  your  check  payable  to  MBCB  and  designate 
The  Suit  Project 


Deacon  Ministry 

•  1  MPH  A  SIS  20  12 


2012  Senior  Leadership  Lab 

February  7 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center 
9:30  a.m.  -  1:30  p.m. 


Choose  from  lab  sessions  centered  around: 

•  Grandparent  Bible  Storytelling,  Paula  Smith,  MBCB,  WMU 

•  Remembering  the  Life  of  Jesus  (for  any  stage  of  dementia) 

Tom  Washburn,  Minister  of  Senior  Adults,  FBC,  Jackson 

•  Developing  a  Model  for  Homebound 

Tom  Parker,  Pastor  at  New  Hope  BC,  Foxworth 

•  Single-Senior  Ministry,  Cindy  Still,  Bay  Minette,  Ala. 

•  Trends  in  Senior  Ministry,  Glenn  Shows 
Cost:  $  1 0  includes  lunch  and  handouts 


Register  for  the  Leadership  Lab  by  February  1 

Mail  payment  to:  MBCB,  Attn:  Glenn  Shows,  PO  Box  530, 
39205  OR  Pay  $5  at  the  door,  lunch  not  included. 

Lodging  at  Garaywa  -  601  -924-7034 


Jackson  MS 


§2012  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

Weekday  Education  Clinics 

~  -  for  teachers  and  workers  of:  BAI’ I  IS  IS 

Christian  Mother's  Day  Out;  Kindergarten;  Day  Care 

4  hours  of  Health  Department  Approved  Training 


Saturday,  February  1 1 

8  a.m.  -  12:45  p.m. 
^Highland  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 


Registration  with  fees  paid  in  advance  required  -  Cost:  $1 5  per  conferee 

Checks  for  the  registration  fees  should  be  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
Center  directors,  pastors,  &  children's  ministers,  accompanying  their  teachers,  are  FREE. 

Contact:  Don  Hicks  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
dhicks@mbcb.org  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


Fall  bonus  location:  October  13,  2012,  in  Olive  TTranch 


\ 


Pastor/Leadership 
Development 
Depart  rpent 

Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention 
Board 


Go  to  www.mbcb.org  >  Church  Gr.  .  rh 
Pastor  Leadership  Developing  . 

to  find  tin  listing  c:  ui 
2012  Opportunities  brochun  01  cal. 

1  800  748-1651,  ext  305,  to  request  a  copy 


whoovor  wants  to 
bo  groat  among  you 
must  bo  your  servant.” 

M.trk  10:43 


Transitional  Pastor  Training 

»  February  6-8,  2012 

Thirty-Eighth  Avtfnue  Baptist  Church 


Cost:  ),S99 

Early  Bird  Special  (By  Decemb 


Training  begins 

and  ends  of  3  d  rr 


Contacts* 


Church-Minister  Relations  •  Miss.ssi, 


8th  Annual 

Senior  Adult  Evangelism  Rally 

EBB 

•too  AJA.  REOISTHATION/REFRESHMENTS 

8:15  EARLY  BIRD: 

SB !««,  euSon  "*  0000  NEWS" 

IAUIHC*  Of:  NEVE*  THE  lESS-THAT'U  PREACH)) 

8*85  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

*00  BREAK-OUTS: 

•ITS  NOT  TOO  LATE  FOR  GLOBAL 
MISSIONS* 

^,B>UCE  BU*K>  MISSONAOES  to 
NtPAL,  INDIA 

•' GRANDPA* ENT1NG:  BIBLE  STORYTEUING' 

FAUIA  SMITH,  WMU,  M8CB 

******  good  news* 

(REPEAT) 

<ANDI  fARRIS,  GUtf POST  WSffigigjMUJil1 

10:®0  BREAK  (REFRESHMENTS  PROVIDED  BY: 

MS  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION) 

10*5  WORSHIP  CELEBRATION  RALLY 

MUilCi  UNCOLN  CORALE,  BROOKHAVEN 
WBACMMj  BUY  HATIEY.  BIRMINGHAM  Ala 
S6NOR  ADULT  COOROR4ATOR  FOR  SCOTT 
DAWSON  EVANGEUSTC  ASSOCIATION 

11*5  ADJOURN 

F°r^r^nffrmaHon  confact;  g*how.@mbcb.org 


MISSIONAR 
MOMENTS 
PRAYER 
GUIDE  i 


jfc. 

•  M 

State  Evangelism  Conferenci 


December  29-30,  201 

Mississippi  College  •  Clinton,  Miss 

Registration  Begins 

Thurs.,  Dec.  29,  1 : 30  p.r 

Challenge  Concludes 

.  Pr  Dec.  30,  1  %-"30  p.m 


Church 
Library 
Ministry 
i  Retreat 


March  22-24,  2012 

GARAYWA 

Camp  and  Conference  Center 

Clinton 

M  For  more  information  contact  Communication 
Services  at  1-800-748-1651  (Miss,  only), 
601-292-3378  (locally),  601-714-7412  (fax), 
irichardson©mbcb.org  or  jchen@mbcb.org. 
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MISS  KATELYN  R.  BROWN 

Parents:  Donald  &  Donna 
European  Peoples 


I '8-92 

MR.  STEVEN  O.  ALEXANDER 

Parents:  Marie  &  Karen 
American  Peoples 


1-14-08 
MR.  MAX 

Parents;  J&S 
Restricted 


1-4-11 

MISS  RYLEIGH  ROBERTS 

Parents:  Steve  &  Nickolee 
Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples 


Resources  include  a  CD/DVD  with 
Sunday  School  lessons  and  sermons: 
bulletin  inserts  for  up  to  three 
Sundays;  giving  envelopes; 
and  a  ooster. 


1-5-93 

MISS  MELEAH  D.  PEACOCK 

Pprents:  Kevin  &  Brenda 
European  Peoples 


1-15-05 

MR.  ISAAC  BEAMAN 

Parents:  Brad  &  Lenora 
Last  Frontier 


1-27-00 

MISS  AIMEE  YEAGER 

Parents:  Tommy  &  Jennifer 
Last  Frontier 


Churches  interested  in 
ordering  a  Transitions 
packet  can  contact 
the  Stewardship 
Department  at 
1.800.748.1651  [toll-free], 
601.292.3347, 
or  lleavell@mbcb.org. 
P.O.Box  530 
Jackson.  MS  39205 


1-5-91 

MISS  CASSANDRA  ROBERTSON 

Parents:  Steve  &  Ruth 
Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples 


1-16-95 
MR.  AUSTIN  S. 

Parents:  Jerry  &  Kelly 
Last  Frontier 


BAPTISTS 

Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! 


FOR  SECURITY,  cords  mil  be  forwarded.  Please 
send  all  to:  Child's  name,  Parent's  name.  MBCB 
WMU  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  fackson  MS 
39205.  PLEASE  NOTE;  Church  members  may  send  a 
package  cards  together,  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent 
individually  to  the  WMU.  Cards  do  not  need 
postage  stamps. 


1-7-08 
MISS  AMA 

Parents:  M  &  G 
Restricted 


1-21-97 

MR.  CALEB  E.  HOLYFIELD 

Parents:  Michael  &  Patricia 
European  Peoples 
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Bv  Jimmy  Potter 

Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Comnussion _ 

Wednesday  morning  after  the 
defeat  of  Initiative  26  the  question 
"Why  did  we  fail?”  stated  me  in 
the  race  and  was  the  subject  of 
every  conversation  that  morning. 
The  conversations  that  followed 
were  a  series  of  speculations  with 
not  much  substance.  There  were 
answers  to  give  but  not  many  fac¬ 
tual  reasons.  After  a  few  days  of 
reflection,  I  conclude  drat  even 
though  the  vote  was  42%  for  and 
58%  against  we  at  least  raised  the 
issue  of  Bfe  and  the  responsibility 
to  reject  and  honor  it 

John  Maxwell  in  his  book 
Failing  Forward  quotes  psy¬ 
chologist  Simon  Carutners 
who  says,  'Life  is  a  series  of 
outcomes.  Sometimes  the 
outcome  is  what  you  want. 
Great.  Figure  out  what  you 
did  right.  Sometimes  the  out¬ 
come  is  what  you  don't  want. 


Great.  Figure  out 
what  you  did  so 
you  don't  do  it 
again.'  Therefore, 
the  more  appropri¬ 
ate  question  might 
be  "What  did  we 
learn?"  instead  of 
"Why  did  we  fail?" 

One  thing  we 
learned  is  that  a  defin¬ 
ition  of  when  life 
begins  is  very  contro¬ 
versial  and  far-reach¬ 
ing-  In  fact  it  was  so  n„ 

far  reaching  hat  i'OTter 
"White  House  offi¬ 
cials  praised  he  defeat  of  thi 
Initiative  26.  President  Barack  tat 
Obama's  spokesman  said  in  a  is 
statement  that  he  vote  was  a  vie-  ou 
tory  for  women  and  families"  die 
(WAPT.com).  It  captured  the  of 
attention  of  the  news  media  not  pi* 
only  in  America  but  in  other  in 
places  as  welL  To  say  he  whole 
world  was  watching  is  not  that  gjc 
big  erf  an  exaggeration.  the 


Visit  us  online  at 


www.mbcb.org 

to  learn  more  about  Mississippi 


Baptist  opportunities. 


North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
presents 

Charles  Billingsley 

in  Christmas  Concert 


Thursday 

December  IS,  2011 
7:00  p.m. 


Tickets:  $10.00 

General  Admission 


615  Grand  Boulevard,  Greenwood,  MS 

662-453-2801 


‘What  now?’ 

Another  interest¬ 
ing  observation  is 
hat  when  facts  are 
not  on  your  side, 
just  create  confu¬ 
sion.  The  leader¬ 
ship  team  of 
Planned  Parenthood 
along  wih  the  com¬ 
ments  of  Governor 
Haley  Barbour  cre¬ 
ated  a  cloud  of  sus¬ 
picion  that  could 
not  be  swept  away 
u.  before  he  election. 

The  assumption  of 
our  Governor  that 
this  could  have  been  passed  if 
taken  through  he  legislature 
is  laughable  at  best.  Perhaps 
our  critics  are  right  in  hat  we 
did  not  do  a  good  enough  job 
of  getting  the  facts  to  he  peo¬ 
ple  of  Mississippi  in  time  and 
in  an  understandable  way. 

You  would  think  hat  all  reli¬ 
gions  would  stand  together  on 
the  dignity  and  worth  of  a  life 


and  when  it  begins.  Not  so!  The 
Episcopal  and  Methodist  Bishops 
for  Mississippi  publicly  opposed 
the  measure  along  with  the 
Catholic  Bishop  here  in  Jackson. 
In  their  "critical  critiques"  of 
Initiative  26  the  life  and  deah  of 
the  unborn  seemed  to  be  inconse¬ 
quential  to  women's  rights  to 
decide  he  fate  of  heir  unborn. 
Most  all  of  our  Baptist  pastors 
supported  his  measure  and  were 


out  in  the  wilderness  and  rwt  hid¬ 
ing  in  the  bushes. 

Some  things  that  happened 
were  not  new  lessons  but  just  a 
refresher  course  in  human  behav¬ 
ior  Emotions  rarely  ever  need 
facts  or  listen  to  facts.  AH  of  us 
have  been  taught  when  we  are 
stressed  or  emotionally  "wrung 
out"  to  not  make  major  decisions. 
Most  of  us  get  so  emotionally 
caught  up  in  things  hat  our  rea¬ 
soning  abilities  are  stymied. 

Research  is  still  being  done 
on  the  failure  of  Initiative  26  and 


no  doubt  oher  reasons  will 
emerge.  But  one  thing  is  crystal 
clear  —  forty  two  percent  of  you 
who  voted  believes  in  he 
sacredness  of  human  life  no 
matter  how  small.  Your  vote 
was  not  wasted  in  this  life,  and  I 
strongly  feel  it  was  not  wasted 
in  heaven  above.  You  are  to  be 
thanked  for  your  tireless  efforts. 

What  now?  Will  there  be 
another  initiative  effort  in  the 
years  ahead?  Will  the  person- 
nood  proposal  be  reworked 
and  surface  in  he  legislature 
next  year?  These  and  oher 
questions  are  being  discussed 
at  he  present  time  and  have 
yet  to  be  answered.  Be 
assured  hat  he  fight  for  life, 
liberty  and  he  pursuit  of  hap¬ 
piness  for  all  humans,  even 
he  unborn,  will  continue! 


Porter  can  be  contacted  at  601- 
292-3332  or  at  jporter@christian 
action.com. 


Revivals  and  Homecomings 


First  Church,  Wiggins:  115th  anniver¬ 
sary,  Nov.  20;  9:45a.m.  celebration  for 
children  ages  2  -  5th  grade;  celebration 
service,  10  a.m.,  featuring  former  and 
current  ministerial  staff,  followed  by 
fellowship  meal. 

Fairview  Church,  Indianola:  138th 
homecoming,  Nov.  20,  10:30  a.m.. 


followed  by  lunch  and  fellowship. 

First  Church,  Crystal  Springs:  150th 
anniversary,  Nov.  19  -  20;  Sat.,  fall  fes¬ 
tival,  5  p.m.  wih  Taylor  Dubose  in  con¬ 
cert,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  fellowship,  9  a.m., 
prayer  walk,  10  a.m.;  service,  10:45 
r..m.,  followed  by  lunch  and  dedication 
of  new  family  life  center. 


Obituary 


1.  John  Leland  Merck, 

age  77,  of  Lucedale 

Rassed  away  on 
ovember  6.  Merck 
wasTBom  on  August  30, 
1934,  in  Liberty,  South 
Carolina.  He  was  the 
former  pastor  of  Helena 
Chut  -h  of  Moss  Point. 

He  was  preceded  in 
deah  by  his  wife,  Ruth 
Ellen  Merck;  son, 
Michael  Len  Merck;  and 
great  grandson,  Bryan 
Walley.  Merck  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  children, 

Jim  and  Nancy  Merck, 
Lucedale;  Tim  and  Dee 
Merck,  Satsuma,  Ala., 
and  Krystal  Merck 
Yates,  Lucedale. 

Grandchildren,  Lee 
Merck,  Grove  Hill,  Ala.; 
Rebekah  Merck,  Lucedale; 
Merck,  Hattiesburg;  Hollie 


1.  Merck 


Matthew 

Faulkner, 


Semmes,  Ala.;  Stephanie 
Vaughn,  Satsuma,  Ala; 
Tiffani  Yates,  Lucedale, 
and  Nicole  Yates, 
Lucedale.  Great  grand- 
children,  Brandon 

Walley,  Brad  Walley, 
Maggie  Merck,  Carolyn 
Merck,  Colleen  Merck, 
Ruth  Abigail  Merck, 
Lane  Vaughn,  Garrett 
Faulkner,  Reese  Merck, 
and  Hayes  Merck. 
Visitation  was  held  on 
November  12,  at  the 
Rocky  Creek  Church 
from  10  a.m.  to  12  Noon. 
Funeral  Services  were  at 
12  Noon  wih  Lee  Merck 
and  Don  Boone  officiat¬ 
ing.  Interment  followed 
k  in  the  Rocky  Creek 

Cemetery.  George 

County  Funeral  Home  in  Lucedale,  was 
in  charge  of  arrangements. 
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1.  Cedar  View  Church, 

Olive  Branch,  is  hosting  a 
community  singing  fea¬ 
turing  tne  Telestials 
Nov.  19,  6.p.m. 

2.  Doty  Springs  Church, 
Attala  Association,  held  a 

baby  dedication  service 
Oct.  30  for  Charleigh 
Marie  Keith,  daughter  of 
Barry  and  Jennifer  Keith. 
Shown  are  pastor  Larry 
Odom  and  the  Keiths. 

3.  The  GAs  of  McLaurin 
Heights  Church,  Pearl, 
sewed  and  stuffed  fleece 
dolls  to  send  to  missionar¬ 
ies  in  Guatemala  for  distri¬ 
bution  to  needy  children. 
Shown  are  foe  GAs,  their 
leaders,  and  some  of  foe 
adults  who  helped  them 
with  foe  project 

4.  Calvary  Church, 

Pascagoula,  ordained 
Lewis  Savage,  Winston 
Duncan,  ana  Hayward 
Saucier  as  deacons  Oct  31. 
Shown  are  Pastor  Tappet 
Savage,  Duncan,  and 
Saucier. 

5.  Concord  Church,  Rankin 

Association,  hosted  a 
presentation  on 

Mississippi  Baptist 

Disaster  Relief  led  by  Don 
Gann,  Men's  Ministry 
consultant,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Nov.  8.  Five  area 
churches  -  Concord, 
Crossroads,  Antioch, 
Pelahatchie,  and  Rock 
Bluff  -  were  represented 
by  27  attendees.  Shown 
are  Gann,  Bill  Thompson, 
pastor  J.R.  Lee,  and 
Eugene  Townsend. 

6.  Clarksdale  Church, 
Clarksdale,  ordained 
Reggie  D.  Howell,  pastor 
of  Belen  Church,  to  foe 
ministry  Nov.  6.  Shown 
are  pastor  Don  Dunavant 
Howell,  Patti  Howell,  and 
Lee  Kirk. 

7.  The  Women  on  Mission 

-  of  Sallis  Church,  Sallis, 

made  reversible  dresses 
to  send  to  a  local  group 
on  a  mission  trip  to 
Honduras.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  women  with 
some  of  the  finished 
dresses. 


2.  Doty  Springs  Church 


5.  Concord  Church,  Rankin  Association 


3.  McLaurin  Heights  Church,  Pearl 


6.  Howell  ordination 


4.  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula 


Rolling  Hills  Church, 
Caniere,  will  present  foe 
Christmas  musical  Heaven 
on  Earth  Dec  11, 630  pun., 
followed  by  refreshments. 


The  Attala  Association 
held  its  151st  annual 
session  Oct.  17  at 
Second  Church, 

Kosciusko.  Thirty-one 


churches  with  156  dele¬ 
gates  were  represented. 
A  dozen  pastors  and 
laypeople,  following  the 
theme  of  Covering 


Attala  County  in  Prayer, 
presented  objects  of 
prayer  and  conducted 
prayers  for  each  of  the 
items. 


College  News 


1.  The  Mississippi  College  School 
of  Nursing  sponsored  a  Health 
Fair  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  at  First  Church, 
Jackson.  Thirty-three  MC  seniors 
administered  flu  shots,  offered 
tips  on  sleep  disorders  and  bet¬ 
ter  nutrition,  provided  vision 
tests  and  handled  other  screen¬ 
ings.  The  Mississippi  College 
School  of  Nursing  will  sponsor 


another  health  fair  in  April  2012 
at  the  Baptist  Healfoplex  on  the 
H  Clinton  campus. 

2.  Manifold  Greatness:  The  Creation 
and  Afterlife  of  the  King  James 
Bible,  a  traveling  exhibition  open¬ 
ing  at  the  Sarah  Gillespie 
Museum  on  William  Carey 
University's  Hattiesburg  campus 
on  January  19, 2012,  celebrates  foe 


400th  anniversary  of  foe  first 
printing  of  foe  King  James  Bible  in 
1611  and  examines  its  complex 
history.  The  traveling  exhibit  con¬ 
sists  of  high-quality  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  rare  and  historic  books, 
manuscripts,  and  works  of  art 
from  foe  Folger  and  Bodleian  col¬ 
lections,  combined  with  interpre¬ 
tive  text  and  related  images.  The 
library  is  sponsoring  free  pro¬ 


grams  and  other  events  for  foe 
public  in  connection  with  foe 
exhibition.  For  more  information, 
visit  http://library.wmcarey.edu, 
or  contact  Sherry  Laughlin  at 
(601)  318-6170  or  slaughlin® 
wmcarey.edu.  Manifold 

Greatness:  The  Creation  and 
Afterlife  of  the  King  James  Bible 
will  be  on  display  on  the  Carey 
campus  until  February  16. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Respond  to  Difficult  Situations 


I  am  sure  there  is  no  one 
reading  this  lesson  that  has 
not  been  through  difficult 


—  -  -  H  difficult  Israel  failing  to  trust 

times  in  their  fife.  If  you  God,  and  Moses  letting  De< 

haven't,  just  wait,  your  tune  his  anger  toward  God's 
will  come.  Moses  and  foe  chil-  people  cause  him  to  disobey 
dren  of  Israel  were  experienc-  God.  Our  lesson  today  will 
ing  one  of  their  most  difficult  help  us  learn  how  to  respond 
times  in  our  passage  today,  to  difficult  situations  in  a  way 
Like  us,  their  difficulties  were  that  will  honor  God. 
brought  on  by  their  refusal  to 

trust  God.  They  had  been  Don't  Idolize  the  Past 
wondering  in  the  wilderness  Numbers  20:1-5 

for  almost  40  years.  God  had  It  seems  that  any  time  peo- 
been  taking  care  of  them,  pro-  pie  face  difficult  times  they 
vidingall  they  needed  to  sur-  start  thinking  about  how  won- 
vlve.  They  found  themselves  derful  things  used  to  be.  The 
in  the  area  of  Kadesh,  without  children  oflsrael  complained 
water.  They  rose  up  in  anger  to  Moses  about  foe  lack  of 
against  Moses  and  Aaron.  In  water  and  then  began  to  tell 
response,  Moses  and  Aaron  him  how  much  better  things 
asked  God  what  to  do.  God  were  when  they  v/ere  in 
gave  Moses  instructions  on  Egypt.  The  interesting  thing  to 
what  to  do,  and  Moses,  in  note  here  is  that  they  have 
anger  toward  the  people,  been  wandering  around  in  foe 


Dedmon  is  associate  pastor  for 
education  and  outreach,  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Do  You  Strive  for  Peace 
with  Others? 

Romans  14:13-23  . 


In  verse  16,  Paul  warned  the  sake  of  food  (or  any 
about  "allowing  that  good  gift  of  nonessential  elements), 
freedom  which  you  possess  to  He  continued  by  affirming 
become  a  thing  which  gets  you  that  all  food  is  acceptable  for 
into  disrepute."  (Barclay)  consumption;  but,  it  is  wrong  to 
Freedom  must  never  be  used  as  eat  food  or  drink  anything  that 
an  excuse  for  rough-riding  over  causes  someone  else  to  sm.  A 
foe  genuine  feelings  of  others,  man  who  is  strong  in  faith  has 
Even  outsiders  speak  against  grasped  the  principle  that  food 
Christian  faith  as  they  hear  about  and  drink  make  no  difference. 

XibHcs  over  what  to  eat  and  However,  he  also  knows  that  it 
t  to  drink  or  other  nonessen-  is  better  not  to  eat  meat  or  any 
tial  elements  of  the  faith.  (The  food  or  drink  wine  or  other  bev- 
Bmadman  Bible  Commentary,  v.  10)  erages  or  do  anything  that  will 
"For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  a  cause  his  brother  or  sister  to  sin. 
matter  of  eating  and  drinking  (or  On  foe  other  hand,  if  a  man 
other  trivial  matters),  but  of  right-  truly  believes  a  thing  is  wrong, 
eousness,  peace,  and  joy  (gifts)  in  and  he  does  it  anyway,  for  him 
the  Holy  Spirit  because  anyone  it  is  sin  because  he  has  dis- 
who  serves  Christ  in  this  way  is  obeyed  his  conscience, 
pleasing  to  God  and"  will  be  In  summary,  everything  a 
accepted  by  other  people.  Christian  does  should  be  done 
(Romans  14:17-18  NIV)  out  of  love  for  Christ  and 

Paul  admonishes  his  listen-  because  Christ  lives  and  works  in 
ers  to  make  every  effort  to  do  him  to  speak  to  those  who  do  not 
what  leads  to  peace  and  builds  have  faith  to  believe.  In  practice 
up  other  believers  rather  than  and  witness  believers  should 
doing  something  that  they  show:  "in  essentials,  unity;  in 
believe  is  acceptable  but  nonessentials,  liberty;  in  all 


By  Marion  D.  Duncan 


a  strong  believer  J 
might  not  consider 
wrong  to  do;  but  to  one 
who  nas  not  realized  his 

have  done  religious  liberty  yet  foe  _ _ 

us  is  Lord,  thing  might  be  sin.  For  example,  er's  keepe.  and  must  refrain 
i  is  strong  in  one  might  not  consider  it  wrong  from  anything  that  would 
isibility  not  to  go  to  a  movie  on  Sunday  after-  lead  him  astray.  To  have  a 
rould  cause  noon,  but  another  might  think  free  conscience  in  the  things 
in  his  faith,  that  to  do  anything  aside  from  we  allow  is  one  thing;  to  exer- 
t  would  be  worshiping  God  on  Sunday  rise  that  freedom  to  the  peril 
no  has  been  would  not  be  appropriate  behav-  of  another  man's  soul  is 
another  to  ior  for  a  Christian.  something  else."  ( Exploring 

around  his  Paul  says  he  is  fully  con-  Romans,  John  Phillips) 

1  in  foe  sea.  vinced  that  no  food  is  unclean  "All  things  are  lawful,”  was  a 
istian  duty  in  itself.  But,  some  hearers  slogan  used  by  Paul's  opponents, 
g,  not  as  it  have  come  from  religious  the  Gnostics,  to  justify  their 
but  also  as  backgrounds  with  rules  gov-  excessive  use  of  freedom.  Paul 
Letter  to  the  erning  the  use  of  certain  responded  to  this  with  foe 
lay)  foods;  therefore,  if  one  of  Christian  understanding  of  free¬ 

dom  in  I  Corinthians  Lft23  when 
he  wrote,  "'All  things  are  lawful,' 
but  all  things  are  not  helpful.  'All 


Duncan 


Paul  continued  his  explana - them  regards  something  as 

tkmby  telling  foe  stronger  broth-  unclean,  then  to  that  person  it 

ffto  compromise  his  liberty  in  is  unclean.  If  your  eating  cer-  ^  i 

Christ  in  order  to  strengthen  the  tain  food  causes  your  brother  things  are  lawful,'  but  not  all 
faith  of  another.  There  are  things  distress,  you  are  no  longer  things  build  up  (edify).'" 
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paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized  benefits  and  activiti 
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Duncan  is  a  member  and  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife  from  First  Church, 
Macon. 


Pornography  problem  challenges  churches 

Smntfmmmf  PrwtutmtPmton 

hurch  vs.  culture 


The  annual  '  fobby 
Halford  Holiday  Baseball 
Camp  for  youth  ages  7-17 
will  be  conducted 
December  28-30  on  the 
William  Carey 

University  campus  in 
Hattiesburg.  The  sessions 
will  concentrate  primarily 
on  pitching,  catching  and 
hitting,  with  emphasis  on 
fundamentals  and  indi¬ 
vidualized  instruction. 
Drills  and  team  play  are 
utilized  to  fit  every  skill 
level.  Evaluation  and  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  each 
player  is  part  of  the  three- 
day  session.  Thejwurs  are 
9  a.m.-3  pan.  December 
28-29,  and  9  a.m.-noon 
December  30.  Cost  is  $125, 
which  includes  instruc¬ 
tion,  camp  T-shirt,  and 
two  noon  meals. 
Instructors  include  Carey 
coaches  and  area  scouts 
under  the  direction  of 
Coach  Halford.  For  more 
information,  call  file  base¬ 
ball  office,  (601)  318-6110, 
or  tf»e  office  of  extc  nal 
relations,  (601)  318-6192, 
or  write  Bobby  Halford 
Baseball  Camp,  William 
Carey  University,  498 
TUscan  Avenue, 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39401,  or 
email  bhalford® 

wmcarey.edu. 


impacted  die  lives  of  their  church  mem¬ 
bers,  but  almost  half  cannot  estimate  what 
percentage  of  their  congregation  views 
pom.  That  is  the  finding  of  a  newly 
released  survey  by  LifeWay  Research  of 
1,000  American  Protestant  pastors. 

When  presented  with  the  statement, 
"Pornography  has  adversely  affected  the 
lives  of  our  church  members,"  69%  of 
pastors  surveyed  agree.  That  includes 
42%  who  strongly  agree  and  27%  who 
somewhat  agree.  Nme  percent  some¬ 
what  disagree  and  eight  percent  strong¬ 
ly  disagree.  Fourteen  percent  do  not 
know  or  preferred  not  to  answer. 


know 


LifeWay 


moral  compass  when  it  comes  to  sexuality." 

When  asked  to  estimate  the  percentage  of 
men  in  their  congregations  who  view 
pornography  on  a  weekly  basis,  43%  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  respond.  Of  those 
able  and  willing  to  estimate,  a  majority  (62%) 
say  les6  than  10%,  24%  say  10-24%,  10%  say 
2 >49%  and  four  percent  say  50%  or  more. 

The  results  are  similar  when  pastors  are 
asked  about  the  women  in  their  churches. 
Forty-four  percent  are  unable  or  unwilling  to 
estimate  the  percentage  of  females  in  their 


and  will-  "i^BBi^BB^^^^^M 

went  say  were  unable  or  unwilling  to 
8%.  Zero  estimate  considering  now 


weekly  oasis.  Of  those  who  are  a) 
ing  87%  say  less  than  10%.  Ten 
10-24%,  ana  three  percent  say  2 
percent  say  50%or  more. 

Statistics  from  other  studies,  howevet 
suggest  that  pastors  may  underestimate 
pornography's  effect  on  their  congregants. 

According  to  data  compiled  Dy  the 
Education  Database  Online,  43%  of  people 
who  use  the  Internet  visit  pornographic 
websites.  Some  40  million  Americans  are 
regular  visitors  to  pom  sites,  with  porno¬ 
graphic  downloads  representing  35%  of  all 
Internet  downloads.  Of  the  40  millionregu- 
lar  visitors,  33%  are  women.  A  full  70%  of 
men  age  18-24  visit  pom  sites  monthly. 


half  aren't  sure,  we  may 
very  well  have  a  lack  of 
awareness  of  pom's  pres¬ 
ence.  Studies  show  that  mim  ■ 
committed  Christians  I 

engage  pornography  less, 
but  the  is6ue  is  still  a  Dig  one 
that  the  church  must  face." 

"The  church  has  been  wlj 
given  all  that  is  needed  to  **.***» 

address  sexuality  from  a  '■“■■■ 
biblical  perspective,"  Stetzer 
recently  wrote  in  a  blog  at  EdStetzer.com 
where  he  shortened  an  article  he  wrote  for 


2.  Mississippi  College  pro¬ 
fessor  Stephanie  Busbea, 
shown,  says  it' s  truly 
rewarding  to  work  with 
students  who  will 
become  art  teachers  in 
future  years.  The  excep¬ 
tional  classroom  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  MC  art  edu¬ 
cation  coordinator  is  get¬ 
ting  noticed  statewide. 
The  Mississippi  Art 
Education  Association 
recently  selected  Busbea 
as  its  2011  Higher 
Education  Art  Educator 
of  the  Year.  Affiliated 
with  the  National  Art 
Education  Association, 
the  75-year-old 


"Though  pastors  know  generally  that 
pornography  is  harmful,  many  may  not 
realize  that  it  is  coming  into  the  homes  of 
their  members,"  Stetzer  said.  "Large  num¬ 
bers  of  church  attendees  are  included  in  file 
nearly  half  of  all  Internet  users  who  visit 
pom  sites.  We  were  surprised  that  so  many 


U.S.  government  still  working  intervention  for  pastor 

TEHRAN  (BP)  —  The  US, 

State  Department  is  trying  to 
help  free  an  Iranian  pastor  who 
faces  possible  execution  for  his 
Christian  faith,  and  an  Iranian 
decision  on  five  pastor's  fate  is 
expected  by  mid-Decembep  the 
pastor's  supporters  say. 

The  case  of  pastor  Yousef 
Nadarkhani  has  drawn  world¬ 
wide  attention.  He  originally 
was  sentenced  to  death  for  apos¬ 
tasy,  although  Iranian  officials  in 
recent  weeks  have  brought  forth 
unrelated  charges  —  apparently 
in  an  attempt  to  lessen  interna¬ 
tional  pressure.  His  supporters 
say  the  charges  are  false. 

Nadarkhani's  case  has  faded 
from  the  news  since  September, 
but  the  State  Department  has  not 


vides  enriching  profes¬ 
sional  development  pro¬ 
grams  for  art  educators  in 
file  Magnolia  State  and 
promotes  the  profession. 


about  pastor  Yousef,"  Sekulow  Nadarkhani,  who  is  in  his  30s, 
told  CBN  News.  was  arrested  in  2009  and 

,  Jt  jfr'  r  ■  Nearly  200,000  people  signed  charged  with  apostasy,  an 

3MC  t  llO  an  ACLJ  petition  supporting  offense  punishable  by  hanging. 

3BBH  Nadarkhani.  Additionally,  A  lower  court  found  that  while 

-  m-  -  Suzan  Johnson  Cook,  the  State  he  had  never  been  Muslim,  1* 

Department's  ambassador  at  was  guilty  of  apostasy  because 

it  large  for  international  religious  he  came  from  a  Muslim  family. 

,-t  MJ  freedom,  mentioned  The  Iranian  Supreme  Court 

T  Nadarkhani  during  a  speech  at  upheld  his  death  sentence. 

the  US.  Institute  for  Peace.  In  September,  he  was  given 

”  "j  want  to  echo  President  four  chances  to  recant  his  faith 

aKT'"'  T  Obama's  and  Secretary  Clinton's  but  refused  to  do  so  each  time. 

—  and  repeat  my  own  —  con-  "Repent  means  to  return.  What 

demnation  of  his  conviction  and  should  I  return  to?  To  the  blas- 

our  calls  on  Iranian  authorities  to  phemy  that  I  had  before  my 

MM  ..  -•  -  release  Pastor  Nadarkhani  faith  in  Christ?"  he  asked  dur- 

'w :  immediately,"  Cook  said.  "I  urge  ing  one  of  the  exchanges, 

'  v  '  '  "  :  -  all  of  you  to  do  the  same."  according  to  the  ACLJ. 

the  State  Department  Nov.  9,  a  Meanwhile,  Christian  "To  me  religion  of  your 

meeting  that  was  initiated  by  Solidarity  Worldwide,  which  fol-  ancestors,  Islam,"  the  judge 

government  officials.  lows  cases  involving  religious  reportedly  replied.  "I  can- 


freedom,  says  Iranian  Supreme  not,"  Nadarkhani  responded 


